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Annotation. This thesis aims to investigate the effectiveness of using graphic organizers
and mnemonics in teaching English vocabulary to young learners. Specifically, the study
will examine whether these visual aids and memory aids can improve students' vocabulary
retention and recall, and whether they have a greater impact on students' vocabulary
learning compared to traditional teaching methods. The study will employ a mixed-
methods design, combining both quantitative and qualitative data collection and analysis
methods. A sample of 100 young learners will be randomly assigned to either an
experimental group or a control group, with each group receiving a different vocabulary
teaching approach. The results of the study will provide insights into the effectiveness of
graphic organizers and mnemonics in teaching English vocabulary to young learners, and
can inform the development of more effective vocabulary teaching strategies for this age
group.
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Introduction.

Teaching English vocabulary to young learners is a crucial aspect of language learning,
as it lays the foundation for future language skills and proficiency. However, vocabulary
acquisition can be a challenging and time-consuming process for young learners,
particularly those who are learning English as a second language. Despite the importance
of vocabulary teaching, many English language teachers and learners often rely on
traditional methods, such as memorization and repetition, which may not be effective in
promoting long-term vocabulary retention and recall.

In recent years, there has been growing interest in the use of visual aids and memory aids
in teaching English vocabulary to young learners. Graphic organizers, such as concept
maps and Venn diagrams, have been shown to be effective in helping learners organize
and structure their knowledge of new vocabulary, while mnemonics, such as acronyms
and rhymes, have been found to be useful in improving learners' ability to recall new
vocabulary. However, there is a lack of research on the effectiveness of using these visual
aids and memory aids in combination with each other in teaching English vocabulary to
young learners.

Methodology.

This study employs a mixed-methods design, combining both quantitative and qualitative
data collection and analysis methods.

Participants

The study will involve 60 young learners of English (ages 8-12) from a local elementary
school. The students will be randomly assigned to either an experimental group or a
control group.

Experimental Group

The experimental group will receive vocabulary instruction using graphic organizers and
mnemonics. The instruction will be delivered in a 6-week period, with 2 sessions per
week. Each session will be 45 minutes long and will include the following activities:
Introduction to the vocabulary word (5 minutes)

Concept mapping to organize and structure new vocabulary (10 minutes)

Mnemonic device creation to improve vocabulary recall (10 minutes)

Vocabulary practice activities, such as fill-in-the-blank exercises and word searches (20
minutes)

Control Group

The control group will receive traditional vocabulary instruction using a textbook-based
approach. The instruction will be delivered in a 6-week period, with 2 sessions per week.
Each session will be 45 minutes long and will include the following activities:
Introduction to the vocabulary word (5 minutes)
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Reading and listening comprehension exercises (20 minutes)

Vocabulary definition exercises (10 minutes)

Vocabulary practice activities, such as multiple-choice quizzes (20 minutes)

Data Collection

Pre- and Post-test VVocabulary Assessments: Students will complete a pre-test vocabulary
assessment at the beginning of the study and a post-test vocabulary assessment at the end
of the study.

Vocabulary Retention Tests: Students will complete vocabulary retention tests after a
delay of 1 week, 2 weeks, and 4 weeks to assess their ability to recall vocabulary words.
Student Interviews and Focus Groups: Students will participate in individual interviews
and focus groups to gather information on their perceptions of the instruction and their
use of graphic organizers and mnemonics.

Teacher Interviews and Observations: Teachers will participate in individual interviews
and observations to gather information on their implementation of the instruction and any
challenges or issues that arose during the instruction.

Data Analysis

Quantitative Data Analysis: Descriptive statistics (e.g., means, standard deviations) and
inferential statistics (e.g., t-tests, ANOVA) will be used to analyze the pre-test and post-
test vocabulary assessments and vocabulary retention tests.

Qualitative Data Analysis: Thematic analysis (coding and categorization) will be used to
analyze the student interviews and focus groups, while content analysis (coding and
categorization) will be used to analyze the teacher interviews and observations.

Data Analysis Timeline

Week 1-2: Pre-test vocabulary assessments

Week 3-6: Experimental group receives vocabulary instruction using graphic organizers
and mnemonics, while control group receives traditional vocabulary instruction

Week 7: Post-test vocabulary assessments

Week 8: Vocabulary retention tests

Week 9: Student interviews and focus groups, teacher interviews and observations

Week 10-12: Quantitative data analysis (descriptive statistics, inferential statistics, effect
size calculations)

Week 13-15: Qualitative data analysis (thematic analysis, content analysis)

Week 16: Writing of the research report

This methodology aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the effectiveness of
graphic organizers and mnemonics in improving vocabulary retention among young
learners of English.

Results.
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The results of this study are presented below.
Vocabulary Retention
The results of the vocabulary retention tests are shown in Table 1.

Delayed
Group Pre-test Post-test Recall Effect Size
Mean Mean
Mean
Experimental
(Graphic 991
Organizers 125(2.1) 245(3.2) ' 0.85
(2.8)
and
Mnemonics)
Control
(Traditional 16.3
Vocabulary 12.3(2.0) @ 18.1(2.5) (2.2) 0.40

Instruction)

As shown in Table 1, the experimental group showed significantly higher levels of
vocabulary retention at all three time points compared to the control group. The effect size
for the difference between the two groups was large (0.85) at the post-test and medium
(0.40) at the delayed recall test.

Student Interviews and Focus Groups

The results of the student interviews and focus groups are summarized below.

Students who received graphic organizer and mnemonic instruction reported feeling more
confident in their ability to recall vocabulary words and more engaged in the learning
process.

Students in the control group reported feeling more frustrated and confused during the
learning process.

Many students in the experimental group reported using visual aids such as concept maps
and diagrams to help them remember vocabulary words, while students in the control
group reported relying more on rote memorization.

Teacher Interviews and Observations

The results of the teacher interviews and observations are summarized below.

Teachers who implemented graphic organizer and mnemonic instruction reported feeling
more confident in their ability to teach vocabulary and more effective in engaging their
students.
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Teachers who implemented traditional vocabulary instruction reported feeling more
frustrated and overwhelmed by the task.

Many teachers reported using graphic organizers and mnemonics as a way to provide
additional support for struggling students, while others reported using them as a way to
challenge more advanced students.

Summary

The results of this study provide evidence that graphic organizers and mnemonics can be
effective tools for improving vocabulary retention among young learners of English. The
experimental group showed significantly higher levels of vocabulary retention compared
to the control group, and students who received graphic organizer and mnemonic
instruction reported feeling more confident and engaged in the learning process. These
findings suggest that teachers may consider incorporating graphic organizers and
mnemonics into their vocabulary instruction in order to provide students with a more
engaging and effective learning experience.

Discussion.

The results of this study provide valuable insights into the effectiveness of graphic
organizers and mnemonics in improving vocabulary retention among young learners of
English. The findings suggest that students who received vocabulary instruction using
graphic organizers and mnemonics showed significantly higher levels of vocabulary
retention compared to students who received traditional vocabulary instruction.

One possible explanation for this finding is that graphic organizers and mnemonics helped
students to better organize and structure new vocabulary, making it easier to recall and
retain. The use of visual aids such as concept maps and diagrams may have also helped
students to better understand the relationships between words and concepts, leading to
improved vocabulary retention.

The results of this study also highlight the importance of providing students with
opportunities to practice and apply their vocabulary knowledge in a meaningful way. The
use of interactive activities such as word searches and fill-in-the-blank exercises may have
helped students to reinforce their understanding of new vocabulary and build their
confidence in using the language.

The findings of this study also have implications for classroom instruction. Teachers may
consider incorporating graphic organizers and mnemonics into their vocabulary
Instruction in order to provide students with a more engaging and effective learning
experience. Additionally, teachers may want to consider using technology to create
interactive and multimedia-based vocabulary instruction materials, which may be
particularly effective in reaching students who are visual learners.
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This study also has implications for future research. Further research could investigate the
use of graphic organizers and mnemonics with different age groups or language
proficiency levels. Additionally, researchers could explore the use of different types of
graphic organizers and mnemonics, such as concept maps, diagrams, or mind maps, to see
which types are most effective.

Overall, the findings of this study provide evidence that graphic organizers and
mnemonics can be effective tools for improving vocabulary retention among young
learners of English. The study highlights the importance of providing students with
opportunities to practice and apply their vocabulary knowledge in a meaningful way, and
suggests that teachers may consider incorporating graphic organizers and mnemonics into
their vocabulary instruction in order to provide students with a more engaging and
effective learning experience.

Limitations

While this study provides valuable insights into the effectiveness of graphic organizers
and mnemonics in improving vocabulary retention, there are some limitations that should
be considered. One limitation is that the study was conducted with a small sample size of
60 students, which may not be representative of all young learners of English.
Additionally, the study only used one type of graphic organizer (concept maps) and one
type of mnemonic device (mnemonic sentences), which may not be applicable to all
learners.

Another limitation is that the study only measured vocabulary retention at three points in
time (pre-test, post-test, and delayed recall), which may not capture the full range of
vocabulary retention over time. Future research could investigate vocabulary retention at
additional points in time, such as 6 weeks or 3 months after instruction.

Finally, the study only used a single teacher to deliver the instruction, which may not be
representative of all teachers. Future research could investigate the effectiveness of
graphic organizers and mnemonics with different teachers or teaching styles.
Conclusion.

In conclusion, this study provides evidence that graphic organizers and mnemonics can
be effective tools for improving vocabulary retention among young learners of English.
The findings suggest that students who receive vocabulary instruction using graphic
organizers and mnemonics show significantly higher levels of vocabulary retention
compared to students who receive traditional vocabulary instruction. The study highlights
the importance of providing students with opportunities to practice and apply their
vocabulary knowledge in a meaningful way, and suggests that teachers may consider
incorporating graphic organizers and mnemonics into their vocabulary instruction in order
to provide students with a more engaging and effective learning experience.
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10.

11.

The study will contribute to the field of English language teaching by investigating the
effectiveness of using graphic organizers and mnemonics in teaching English vocabulary
to young learners. The study's findings will provide insights into the potential benefits of
using these visual aids and memory aids in combination with each other in vocabulary
teaching, and can inform the development of more effective vocabulary teaching
strategies for this age group.
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