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Abstract

In this work, methods for increasing motivation to learn Russian as a foreign language
among students of technical specialties at an advanced stage of training are considered,
which have the greatest potential in current conditions. The work also examines
methods and techniques aimed at creating conditions for increasing motivation to learn
Russian as a foreign language. It was found that the introduction and integration of
information and communication technologies into the educational process have high
potential for increasing motivation to learn Russian as a foreign language. Within the
framework of this study, the author divides information and communication
technologies into two groups of educational tools: technical tools (multimedia
complexes) and audiovisual tools (a combination of video and audio materials). The
work provides a description and examples of each group. It also highlights the
advantages of using these tools in the context of the stated goal. The methods described
in the work for increasing motivation to learn Russian as a foreign language among
students of technical specialties at an advanced stage of training are effective due to
the visibility and demonstration of communicative situations, the formation of a foreign
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language culture, and the stimulation of the cognitive components of the educational

process.
Key words: Motivation of students, non-linguistic university, Russian as a foreign language,
information and communication technologies, technical tools

A key responsibility of a foreign language teacher is to cultivate strong motivational abilities in their
students. Ensuring students remain properly motivated enhances their desire to learn the language,
both during their school years and throughout their lives.Bell argues that, “every teacher to some
extent must face the challenges of designing a program that addresses the concerns and interests of
students of different abilities” ( Richards & Burns ,2012, p.87). That is, the teacher should keep in
mind that teaching a mixed ability class is not an easy task as it might seem at first perception; rather,
it seems to require much efforts and attention. Similarly, Ansari (2013) for instance identifies a mixed-
ability class as comprising of not only learners with various capacities but also that have a broad range
of preferences and learning styles. Ireson and Hallam (2001, p.183) propose that, * instructors need
to recognize that a class is of mixed-ability because learners have different strengths and weaknesses
and improve at different rates”. Indeed, mixed-ability classes consist mainly of two types of students
which are high ability learners who are autonomous and self-directing; they like to learn new things,
are willing to examine the unusual, and are highly inquistive unlike low learners who depend on the
instructor to guide them, tries to make them further explanations and so on.

The results show that “the status of the Russian language in each country of the former Soviet Union
has its own specific characteristics. This is due to a variety of factors, such as the peculiarities of
economic and political development of the aforementioned countries during the Post-Soviet period,
as well as the number of Russian-speakers living in these countries (Pyanov: 6, 55-56). However, the
main function of the Russian language remains unchanged: Russian still has “the significance as a
translator of scientific expertise, and also makes possible the familiarization with Russian
culture”(Pyanov). In order to give all students, the chance to benefit from their lessons. It is necessary
to design lesson plans or activities within the lesson properly. To be able to do that, English teachers
need to know what are possible problems and solutions of working with multi-level classes. In
addition, some of the possible problems which a teacher may encounter when working with students
with different language ability can be summarized: Most language text books are designed for an
ideal homogenous class and students react in the different ways to them due to individual differences
and preferred learning styles.

Possible ways to overcome the effect in Rushhian teaching classrooms:

The teacher should

— adapt some of the materials to make the language simple.

— design own teaching materials.

— use visual teaching materials to attract the students™ attention and to motivate them to get interest
in the subject.

— vary the level of tasks to the slow learners, for example, should not give the more difficult choices
in multiple level exercises.

— set up groups of weaker and stronger students separately and give different tasks to these groups,
for example, stronger and quicker students are assigned to do more complicated tasks, whereas the
weaker students deal with simpler tasks or work with the teacher as a group member.

935 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION
https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje



— try to know the learners, their language level and interests.
— try to find every single students” strength by offering a variety of activities.
— try to find the strengths and preffered learning style of every one.
— encourage the shy learners.
— the teacher should give extra work that students would enjoy doing on their favorite topic.
— help students to improve their skills and abilities.
— prepare additional activities for the active learner
The issue of combining students with differing ability levels in the same classroom is very
controversial. While some may see mixed ability grouping as an egalitarian solution to the growing
achievement gap, others see this approach as denying gifted students the specialized education they
deserve. The literature on this subject illuminates the issues even further as demonstrated by the
studies that reject mixed ability grouping and those studies that support mixed ability grouping,
including studies that demonstrate how a mixed ability environment can function successfully.
Teaching Russian for large classes is a demanding endeavor for both teachers and students. While the
former considers it challenging to attend to the needs of every individual in the classroom, sustain
constructive feedback, manage the classroom and monitor the learners’ work, the latter cannot interact
with the teacher and the classmates. Aware of this stressful and frustrating situation, the teachers
suggested some interactive strategies to actively engage the learners and motivate them. They
highlighted the significance of introducing group work and project and task-based teaching. Peer
feedback and collective oral feedback are also viable in the context of large classes.
The present study is mainly qualitative in nature, and its findings are related to the teaching of writing
skill at the English Department, Sultan My Slimane University. Therefore, its findings cannot be
generalized to other contexts and other courses. Furthermore, the results could have been different
has the researcher taken the perceptions of students into consideration or conducted quantitative
research. Our results are promising and should be validated by a larger sample size. It is
recommended, thus, that future studies on this vital topic should be undertaken to come up with
conclusive strategies that allow teachers to overcome the challenges teaching large cohorts create and
enhance the quality of teaching in tertiary education
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