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Abstract: 
 

This study examines the key characteristics of the Jadid movement in the Khanate of Khiva during 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Through analysis of historical documents and secondary 

sources, the research identifies the movement's primary goals, methods, and impact on Khivan 

society. The findings reveal that Jadidism in Khiva focused on educational reform, modernization 

of social institutions, and the promotion of national identity, while facing unique challenges due to 

the khanate's political structure and cultural context. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Jadid movement, which emerged in Central Asia in the late 19th century, represented a 

significant force for modernization and reform in the region. While much scholarly attention has 

been devoted to Jadidism in major centers such as Bukhara and Tashkent, the movement's 

manifestation in the Khanate of Khiva has received comparatively less focus. This study aims to 

address this gap by examining the main features of the Jadid movement in Khiva during the late 

19th and early 20th centuries. 

The Khanate of Khiva, located in present-day Uzbekistan, occupied a unique position in Central 

Asia during this period. As a semi-autonomous state under Russian protectorate status, Khiva 

maintained some degree of independence in its internal affairs while being subject to increasing 
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Russian influence [1]. This political context, combined with Khiva's distinct cultural and economic 

characteristics, created a unique environment for the development of Jadidism. The Jadid 

movement, derived from the Arabic word "jadid" meaning "new," sought to reform and modernize 

Muslim societies in response to the challenges posed by European colonialism and rapid global 

changes. In Khiva, as elsewhere in Central Asia, Jadidism manifested as a multifaceted movement 

encompassing educational reform, cultural renewal, and socio-political modernization [2]. 

METHODS AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

This study employs a qualitative historical research methodology, primarily relying on the analysis 

of secondary sources due to the limitations in accessing primary documents from the period. The 

research process involved a comprehensive review of scholarly literature on Jadidism in Central 

Asia, with a specific focus on works addressing the movement in Khiva. 

Key sources consulted include Adeeb Khalid's seminal work "The Politics of Muslim Cultural 

Reform: Jadidism in Central Asia" [2], which provides a broad overview of the movement across 

the region. Seymour Becker's "Russia's Protectorates in Central Asia: Bukhara and Khiva, 1865-

1924" [1] offers valuable context on the political situation in Khiva during the period under study. 

For insights specific to Khiva, Yuri Bregel's "The New Uzbek States: Bukhara, Khiva and 

Khoqand: c. 1750-1886" [3] and his edited volume "An Historical Atlas of Central Asia" [4] 

provide essential background information. Additionally, works by local scholars such as Mambet 

Shmuratov's "Khiva" [5] offer perspectives from within the region. 

The study also draws upon the work of Uzbek scholars, who have made significant contributions to 

the understanding of Jadidism in Khiva and Central Asia more broadly. Notable among these are 

Naim Karimov's "XX asr boshi oʻzbek adabiyotida Jadidchilik" (Jadidism in Uzbek Literature at the 

Beginning of the 20th Century) [6], which provides valuable insights into the literary aspects of the 

movement, and Begali Qosimov's "Milliy uygʻonish" (National Awakening) [7], which offers a 

comprehensive overview of the Jadid movement in Uzbekistan. 

Furthermore, the research of Dilorom Alimova, as presented in her work "Jadidchilik harakati va 

uning ijtimoiy-siyosiy mohiyati" (The Jadid Movement and its Socio-Political Essence) [8], has 

been instrumental in understanding the broader social and political implications of Jadidism in the 

region, including Khiva. 

RESULTS 

The analysis of the collected data reveals several key features of the Jadid movement in the Khanate 

of Khiva during the late 19th and early 20th centuries: 

Educational Reform: As in other parts of Central Asia, education was a primary focus of Jadidist 

efforts in Khiva. The movement sought to establish new-method (usul-i jadid) schools that would 

teach a modern curriculum alongside traditional Islamic subjects [2]. These schools aimed to 

introduce subjects such as geography, history, and natural sciences, as well as more efficient 

methods of teaching literacy. 

In Khiva, the first new-method school was established in 1898 by the reformist teacher Palvan 

Niyaz Haji Yusupov [5]. By 1910, there were reportedly several such schools operating in the 

khanate, although their exact number is difficult to determine due to limited historical records. 

Cultural and Linguistic Reforms: Jadidists in Khiva, as elsewhere, placed great emphasis on the 

development and standardization of the local Turkic language (which would later be known as 

Uzbek). They advocated for the use of a simplified Arabic script and the incorporation of modern 

terminology to facilitate the spread of new ideas [3]. 
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The movement also promoted the publication of newspapers and journals as a means of 

disseminating reformist ideas. However, due to the more restrictive environment in Khiva compared 

to other Central Asian cities, such publications were limited and often short-lived. 

Social and Political Reform: Jadidists in Khiva called for modernization of social institutions and 

governance structures. They advocated for the limitation of the khan's power and the establishment 

of representative institutions [1]. However, these efforts were met with significant resistance from 

both the traditional elite and the Russian authorities. 

Economic Modernization: The movement recognized the need for economic development and the 

adoption of modern technologies. Jadidists promoted the idea of establishing modern industries and 

improving agricultural practices to enhance the khanate's economic position [4]. 

Pan-Turkic and Pan-Islamic Influences: While maintaining a focus on local issues, the Jadid 

movement in Khiva was also influenced by broader Pan-Turkic and Pan-Islamic ideas circulating 

throughout the Muslim world. These influences were evident in the emphasis on cultural and 

linguistic ties with other Turkic peoples and the desire to reform Islamic practices to meet modern 

challenges [2]. 

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of this study reveal that the Jadid movement in the Khanate of Khiva shared many 

common features with Jadidism in other parts of Central Asia, particularly in its focus on 

educational reform and cultural renewal. However, several factors contributed to the unique 

character of the movement in Khiva: 

The semi-autonomous status of Khiva under Russian protectorate created a complex political 

environment for the Jadidists. While the khanate maintained some internal autonomy, Russian 

influence limited the scope of possible reforms. This situation required Khivan Jadidists to navigate 

carefully between local power structures and Russian authorities, often leading to a more moderate 

approach compared to their counterparts in directly administered territories [1]. 

Khiva's reputation as a center of traditional Islamic learning and its relative isolation contributed to 

a more conservative social environment. This conservatism posed significant challenges to Jadidist 

efforts, particularly in the realm of educational reform. The movement had to contend with strong 

opposition from established religious institutions and traditional elites [3]. 

The Khanate of Khiva's economy, heavily reliant on agriculture and traditional crafts, presented 

both challenges and opportunities for Jadidist reformers. While advocating for economic 

modernization, the movement had to address the specific needs and constraints of Khiva's economic 

structure [4]. 

Compared to major centers like Bukhara or Tashkent, Khiva had a smaller urban population and 

less developed infrastructure. This factor likely influenced the scale and reach of Jadidist activities, 

particularly in terms of establishing new-method schools and disseminating printed materials [5]. 

While Khivan Jadidists were connected to broader intellectual currents in Central Asia and the 

wider Muslim world, the khanate's relative isolation may have affected the intensity and frequency 

of these interactions. This could explain some of the distinctive features of the movement in Khiva, 

such as its more gradual pace of development [2]. 

The analysis of the Jadid movement in the Khanate of Khiva reveals a complex interplay between 

local conditions and broader regional trends. While sharing many of the fundamental goals and 

methods of Jadidism in other parts of Central Asia, the movement in Khiva was shaped by the 

unique political, cultural, and economic context of the khanate. 



136 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION                           

https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje 
 

The emphasis on educational reform, evident in the establishment of new-method schools, aligns 

with the core principles of Jadidism across the region. However, the more limited scale of these 

efforts in Khiva, compared to centers like Bukhara or Tashkent, reflects the challenges posed by the 

khanate's conservative environment and smaller urban population. The gradual approach adopted by 

Khivan Jadidists in introducing these reforms suggests a strategic adaptation to local circumstances 

[5]. The movement's focus on cultural and linguistic reform, particularly the promotion of the local 

Turkic language, is consistent with Jadidist efforts elsewhere. However, the limited development of 

a local press in Khiva points to the constraints imposed by both political control and infrastructural 

limitations. This situation likely necessitated alternative methods of disseminating reformist ideas, 

such as personal networks and educational institutions [3]. 

CONCLUSIONS 

This study has examined the main features of the Jadid movement in the Khanate of Khiva during 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries, revealing a movement that was both part of a broader Central 

Asian phenomenon and distinctly shaped by local conditions. The study's findings contribute to a 

more nuanced understanding of Jadidism in Central Asia by highlighting the movement's 

adaptability to local conditions. It also underscores the importance of considering specific regional 

contexts when examining broad historical phenomena. 

In conclusion, the Jadid movement in the Khanate of Khiva represents a significant chapter in the 

broader story of Central Asian modernization. Its efforts to navigate the complex terrain of tradition 

and reform in a unique political and cultural context offer important lessons for understanding 

processes of social change in diverse societies. 
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