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Abstract  

 

Globalization has profoundly influenced language education, raising complex challenges and 

opportunities worldwide. This paper explores the key global issues in language education, including 

linguistic diversity, the dominance of global languages, language policy, and the role of technology. 

By examining these challenges and proposing potential solutions, the paper highlights the importance 

of fostering equitable and inclusive language education systems that respect cultural identities while 

promoting global communication.. 
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Introduction  

Language education has become a pivotal area of focus in the globalized world, serving as a bridge 

between cultures, economies, and communities. As nations become increasingly interconnected, the 

demand for language skills, particularly in globally dominant languages such as English, has surged. 

This trend reflects the dual role of language as both a tool for communication and a carrier of cultural 

identity. However, alongside this demand lies the challenge of balancing the promotion of global 

languages with the preservation of linguistic diversity. The erosion of minority languages and cultures 

due to the hegemony of global languages is a pressing concern that calls for a re-evaluation of 

language education policies and practices. 

 The rise of digital technology has further complicated the landscape of language education. 

While technology offers unprecedented opportunities for language learning through tools such as 

language apps, virtual classrooms, and online resources, it also exacerbates inequalities. Access to 

these technologies remains uneven, especially in developing regions, creating a digital divide in 

Volume 02, Issue 12, 2024 ISSN (E): 2994-9521 



726 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION                           

https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje 
 

language education. Furthermore, the rapid pace of technological advancement necessitates continual 

updates to language education curricula, often straining institutional capacities. This paper delves into 

these global issues, exploring their implications for language education and proposing strategies to 

address them effectively. 

 There are a number of global issues in current language education, and we are going to focus 

on the most essential six ones:  

1. Linguistic Diversity and Endangered Languages. One of the critical global issues in language 

education is the loss of linguistic diversity. According to UNESCO, nearly half of the world’s 

approximately 7,000 languages are at risk of extinction. This poses a significant threat to cultural 

heritage and identity. Language education systems often prioritize dominant languages, leaving little 

room for minority or indigenous languages. Innovative educational policies, such as bilingual and 

multilingual education programs, are essential to ensure that linguistic diversity is preserved while 

equipping learners with global language skills. 

2. The Dominance of English as a Global Language The prevalence of English as a lingua franca 

has led to its prioritization in educational systems worldwide. While this trend facilitates international 

communication and access to global opportunities, it also marginalizes other languages. The 

overemphasis on English may contribute to cultural homogenization and linguistic inequality. 

Policymakers must strive to create a balanced approach that values multilingualism and recognizes 

the importance of local and regional languages. 

3. Language Policy and National Identity. Language policy plays a crucial role in shaping language 

education. Countries often grapple with the tension between promoting a national language to foster 

unity and accommodating linguistic diversity to ensure inclusivity. For example, nations with 

multiple ethnic groups face challenges in developing policies that respect all languages without 

privileging one over others. Inclusive language policies should consider the needs of diverse linguistic 

communities while promoting national cohesion. 

4. The Role of Technology in Language Learning Technology has revolutionized language 

education, providing learners with access to interactive and personalized resources. Language 

learning platforms, mobile apps, and virtual classrooms have made learning more accessible. 

However, the integration of technology in education requires careful consideration of equity. 

Developing regions often lack the infrastructure needed for effective digital learning. Addressing 

these disparities is critical to harnessing technology’s potential in language education. 

5. Language Education and Migration. Migration has significant implications for language 

education. Migrants often face the dual challenge of learning the host country’s language while 

maintaining their native language. Schools play a pivotal role in supporting language acquisition for 

migrant students. Culturally responsive teaching methods and inclusive curricula can help create an 

environment where linguistic diversity is valued. 

6. Global Citizenship and Language Education. Language education fosters global citizenship by 

enabling individuals to communicate across cultures and understand diverse perspectives. Programs 

emphasizing intercultural competence, critical thinking, and empathy can empower learners to engage 

constructively in a globalized world. Incorporating global citizenship education into language 

curricula ensures that language learning goes beyond grammar and vocabulary to include cultural 

understanding. 

The exploration of global issues in language education underscores the interplay of linguistic, social, 

and technological factors. Preserving linguistic diversity demands innovative policies to protect 
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endangered languages, while addressing the dominance of English requires promoting 

multilingualism and equity. Language policies must balance national identity with inclusivity, 

ensuring that all communities are represented. Technological advancements have revolutionized 

language learning but highlight disparities in access that need urgent redress. Furthermore, migration 

and globalization necessitate inclusive educational approaches that value cultural and linguistic 

diversity. Together, these insights emphasize the need for an integrative and equitable strategy in 

global language education. 

Conclusion. Global issues in language education highlight the need for a holistic and inclusive 

approach to teaching and learning. Policymakers, educators, and stakeholders must collaborate to 

address challenges such as linguistic diversity, language dominance, technological disparities, and 

the needs of migrant communities. By promoting multilingualism and equitable access to language 

resources, the global community can ensure that language education becomes a force for cultural 

preservation, social inclusion, and global cooperation. As the world becomes increasingly 

interconnected, the importance of addressing these issues will only grow, making language education 

a cornerstone of global development. 
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