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 Abstract: |

This article examines the main factors and mechanisms that lead to the emergence of synonyms in
the Russian language, classifies them by types, and provides examples. Synonymy is one of the
most significant linguistic phenomena, characterized by the existence of multiple words that can
express similar or identical meanings. In Russian, synonyms play a vital role in enhancing
expressiveness, avoiding tautology, expanding semantic range, and facilitating communication. The
emergence of synonyms is linked to the historical development of the language, cultural and social
changes, and the dynamics of the lexical system.
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Historical Roots of Synonyms in Russian.

The emergence of synonyms in Russian has deep historical roots. Over time, the language
undergoes changes, expands, and enriches itself through borrowings, innovations, and variations in
word meanings. The nature of synonymy is closely tied to the evolution of language structures,
population migrations, cultural contacts, and changes in social and cultural contexts.

One key factor in the emergence of synonyms is borrowing from other languages. For example, Old
Russian borrowed words from Greek, Latin, and German. As a result, words like "npasna” (truth)
and "uctuna" (veracity) are considered synonyms, though they stem from different language layers
(Slavic and borrowed).
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Lexical Variants and Synonym Formation.

Many dialectal word variations in Russian eventually become synonyms at the literary language
level. For example, various terms for "sand,” "shore,” or "house" may coexist, becoming
synonymous as language evolves.

Synonymy is the outcome of lexical processes, including semantic expansion, metaphorization, and
functional shifts in words. A word may acquire additional meanings, contributing to synonym
formation. For example, "pyka" (hand) can metaphorically mean "influence” or "help," producing
expressions like "pyka momomuru” (helping hand). Similarly, metaphorical use of "mnams™ (flame) to
signify "passion” or "intense desire™ leads to synonymy with other words representing similar
emotions.

Style and Social Influence on Synonymy.

Stylistic variation also gives rise to synonyms. Words with the same meaning may differ in tone or
context. For instance, "crapeii” (old) and "moxwmoii” (elderly) convey similar ideas, but
"mokmtoi” has a more neutral or respectful tone. Social changes influence synonymy, as political
and religious terms shift meanings or gain new equivalents. The fall of the Soviet Union, for

(VX1

example, led to synonyms like "poccuiickuii” (Russian) and "moctcoserckuii” (post-Soviet).
Synonym Classification

Synonyms in Russian are classified by:

1. Degree of Similarity

a) Absolute synonyms: words with identical meanings usable interchangeably (e.g., "orons" and
"mrams” for "fire").

b) Relative synonyms: words replaceable in specific contexts with subtle meaning differences

(e.g., "6ompmoi” (big) and "orpomusrii” (huge)).
2. Usage Domain

a) Terminological synonyms: used in specialized fields (e.g., "mamment” (patient) and "6ospHoi#"
(sick person)).

b) General synonyms: common in daily speech (e.g., "6sictpo™ (fast) and "nocnemao"” (hastily)).

3. Stylistic Nuance

a) Neutral synonyms: devoid of stylistic coloring (e.g., "kuura™ (book) and "tom" (volume)).

b) Emotionally colored synonyms: with distinct emotional tones (e.g., "rpycrusiii” (sad) and
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"nevansHbii” (Melancholy)).
Conclusion

The development of synonyms in Russian is a multifaceted process involving historical, social,
stylistic, and lexical factors. Synonyms enhance the richness and adaptability of the language,
reflecting subtle nuances and preferences in meaning. Their continuous evolution contributes to the
dynamism and flexibility of the Russian lexicon.
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