
151 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION 

https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje 

 

 

 

 The Literary Discourse in The Usage of Cohesion 

(in The Examples of Ray Bradbury’s Work) 
 

 

Usmonova Zarina Habibovna 1 

1 Senior teacher of Bukhara State University 

Sayfieva Madina Saydulloevna 2 

2 1st year student of master degree 

E-mail: z.h.usmonova@buxdu.uz  
 

 

This article explores the peculiarities of literary discourse in implementing cohesion in “The Martian 

Chronicles” by Ray Bradbury. It examines how cohesive devices, such as lexical repetition, 

conjunctions, references, and thematic continuity are used to create unity across the collection of 

interconnected stories. The analysis focuses on Bradbury’s unique narrative style, including his use 

of temporal shifts, symbolism, and recurring motifs, which bind the episodic structure into a cohesive 

whole. By investigating these linguistic and narrative techniques, the research highlights how 

cohesion enhances the reader’s understanding of central themes like colonization, nostalgia, and the 

conflict between humanity and technology. This study contributes to a deeper appreciation of 

Bradbury’s work and demonstrates the role of cohesive devices in shaping literary discourse. 
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Introduction 

Cohesion is a crucial aspect of literary discourse, as it helps to create unity and clarity within a text. 

In literature, cohesive devices such as repetition, reference, conjunctions, and lexical ties play an 

essential role in connecting ideas, ensuring continuity, and guiding the reader through the narrative. 
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This article examines the peculiarities of literary discourse in implementing cohesion in The Martian 

Chronicles by Ray Bradbury [1]. Published, “The Martian Chronicles” is a collection of 

interconnected stories that depict humanity’s colonization of Mars and the consequences of this 

expansion. Although the work consists of separate narratives, Bradbury employs various cohesive 

devices and narrative techniques to create a unified and immersive literary experience [2]. Through 

his use of thematic repetition, symbolism, and temporal shifts, Bradbury weaves together stories that 

explore profound themes such as colonization, identity, nostalgia, and the clash between human 

progress and morality. This study aims to analyze how cohesive devices function within “The Martian 

Chronicles” to maintain narrative continuity despite the fragmented structure [3]. It also explores how 

these techniques reflect and enhance the novel’s central themes. The research will focus on identifying 

specific cohesive mechanisms and demonstrating their role in connecting the different stories while 

providing a deeper understanding of Bradbury’s distinctive literary style [4]. The article provides a 

theoretical overview of cohesion in literary discourse, analyzes the specific cohesive devices used in 

“The Martian Chronicles”, including lexical ties, reference, and conjunction, explores Bradbury’s 

narrative techniques, such as symbolism and temporal shifts and their contribution to narrative 

cohesion [5]. Finally, the conclusion summarizes the main findings and emphasizes the importance 

of cohesive devices in shaping the overall meaning of the work. 

Methods 

Cohesion refers to the linguistic means by which elements of a text are linked together to ensure unity 

and comprehension. In literary discourse, cohesion connects different parts of a narrative, ensuring 

that the text is understood as a coherent whole despite its structure or complexity. Halliday and Hasan 

identify key cohesive devices, including reference, substitution, ellipsis, conjunction, and lexical 

cohesion. In “The Martian Chronicles”, Bradbury employs these cohesive devices to unify his 

collection of loosely connected stories, maintaining thematic and narrative consistency across the 

work. Bradbury uses reference to connect separate stories and maintain continuity across time and 

space [6]. For example, in “And the Moon Be Still as Bright”, characters refer to previous Martian 

civilizations, echoing themes of decay and loss. This reference to a lost culture recurs in later stories 

like “The Old Ones”. For example, “The Martians had come and gone long before us, leaving only 

their silent cities in the sand”. Here, the reference to the Martians’ disappearance foreshadows the 

eventual decline of human settlers on Mars. Repetition of key words and ideas reinforces the 

narrative’s central themes. Throughout “The Martian Chronicles”, Bradbury repeatedly uses terms 

related to death, memory, and isolation, which tie individual stories into a cohesive whole [7]. For 

example, in “There Will Come Soft Rains”, the repeated descriptions of mechanical routines highlight 

the absence of human life, reinforcing the theme of technological dependence and human extinction. 

Results and Discussion 

Temporal and causal conjunctions link stories across different times. Bradbury uses connectors like 

“then”, “after that”, and “because” to guide readers through the timeline of Mars colonization and its 

consequences. For example, “And after the rockets came the settlers, eager and full of dreams”. This 

conjunction signals a narrative progression from exploration to colonization, maintaining 

chronological cohesion [8]. Bradbury’s non-linear structure is connected through temporal cohesion. 

The stories are arranged chronologically but often include flashbacks to past Martian societies or 

Earth’s history, creating a layered narrative. For example, in "Ylla”, the Martians’ memories of Earth 

foreshadow future conflicts and cultural clashes. This backward reference provides historical depth 

and continuity. For instance, “The people, rushing forward, waved and shrieked happily, knocking 

down tables, swarming, rollicking, seizing the four Earth Men, lifting them swiftly to their shoulders”. 

This sentence employs lexical cohesion through the use of vivid action verbs, “waved”, “shrieked”, 

“knocking”, “swarming”, “rollicking”, “seizing”, “lifting” [9]. The repetition of dynamic verbs 

creates a sense of chaos and excitement, effectively conveying the townspeople's overwhelming 

enthusiasm upon meeting the Earth Men. This lexical repetition ties the actions together, enhancing 
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the cohesiveness of the narrative by emphasizing the collective energy of the crowd. One more 

example, “The rafters trembled with shouts and cries”. Here, personification is used as a narrative 

technique, attributing the human characteristic of trembling to the rafters [10]. This conveys the 

intensity of the crowd’s excitement, suggesting that their shouts and cries are so powerful that they 

cause the physical structure to shake. This personification enhances the vividness of the scene, 

drawing readers into the palpable energy of the moment. “During the whole of a dull, dark, and 

soundless day in the autumn of the year, when the clouds hung oppressively low in the heavens, I had 

been passing alone, on horseback, through a singularly dreary tract of country, and at length found 

myself, as the shades of evening drew on, within view of the melancholy House of Usher....” . This 

passage is a direct quotation from Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher”, embedded 

within Bradbury’s story “Usher II”. The use of intertextuality serves as a cohesive device, linking 

Bradbury's narrative to Poe’s work [11]. This connection enriches the thematic depth of “Usher II”, 

as it parallels the original tale’s exploration of decay and madness, thereby reinforcing the motifs of 

censorship and loss of imagination in Bradbury’s story. These examples illustrate how Bradbury 

utilizes various cohesive devices and narrative techniques, such as lexical cohesion, personification, 

and intertextuality to create a unified and immersive narrative in “The Martian Chronicles”. Symbols 

recur throughout the stories, tying together different characters and themes [12]. Key symbols in “The 

Martian Chronicles” include fire which is destruction and renewal (e.g., in “Usher II” and “There 

Will Come Soft Rains”), Martian Landscape which is Isolation and the clash between cultures, rockets 

which is hope and inevitable decline. For example, in “The Locusts”, Bradbury describes rockets as 

locusts, symbolizing both human ambition and destruction. This image reappears in later stories, 

reinforcing the theme of inevitable decay [13]. Bradbury uses both omniscient and limited third-

person narration to connect the human and Martian perspectives. The consistent tone and 

philosophical reflections unify diverse episodes. For example, in “The Silent Towns”, the humorous 

but reflective tone echoes earlier stories about loneliness, maintaining a cohesive narrative voice. A 

central theme is the conflict between human expansion and Martian culture [14]. This theme reappears 

through different viewpoints from the hopeful explorers in “Rocket Summer” to the disillusionment 

in “The Off Season”. Many characters long for Earth even as they try to create new lives on Mars. 

This emotional continuity ties together otherwise independent narratives [15]. For example, in “The 

Wilderness”, two women reflect on leaving Earth, reinforcing the recurring tension between progress 

and longing for the past. Bradbury emphasizes how technological advancement often leads to moral 

and ecological decline. This theme is especially present in “There Will Come Soft Rains”, where 

human absence underscores the consequences of nuclear technology. By using cohesive devices like 

reference, repetition, conjunction, and symbolism Bradbury binds together seemingly disconnected 

stories [16]. These techniques allow him to present a unified vision of human ambition, its 

consequences, and the inevitable cycle of growth and decay. 

Conclusion 

This article has explored the peculiarities of literary discourse in implementing cohesion in “The 

Martian Chronicles” by Ray Bradbury. Through the analysis of cohesive devices, such as reference, 

repetition, conjunctions, and lexical cohesion, it becomes clear that Bradbury employs these 

techniques to unify a collection of individual stories into a coherent narrative. Despite the episodic 

structure, these devices ensure continuity, guiding the reader through the broader themes of 

colonization, cultural conflict, and the consequences of technological advancement. Bradbury’s use 

of narrative techniques, including temporal shifts, symbolism, and varied perspectives, further 

strengthens cohesion by connecting the past, present, and future. Recurrent motifs, such as fire, 

rockets, and the Martian landscape, serve as symbolic threads that weave the stories together and 

reinforce the central themes of human ambition and its inevitable decline. Overall, this study 

highlights how cohesive devices play a crucial role in shaping literary discourse, particularly in works 

with non-linear or fragmented structures. “The Martian Chronicles” is a powerful example of how 

language and narrative techniques work together to create unity while exploring profound 
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philosophical and social concerns. This analysis contributes to a deeper understanding of Bradbury’s 

literary craftsmanship and the broader function of cohesion in literary texts. 
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