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Abstract:

This article examines contemporary methodological approaches to teaching Russian literature at a
multinational university. Special attention is paid to the adaptation of traditional academic methods
through the use of innovative technologies, interactive assignments, and group discussions. The study
analyzes issues related to the language barrier and the peculiarities of how foreign students perceive
literary texts, while also emphasizing the role of the teacher as a cultural mediator. The practical
significance of the work lies in demonstrating the effectiveness of a comprehensive approach that
promotes the development of language competence, critical thinking, and intercultural dialogue.
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Introduction

In today’s globalized academic landscape, the teaching of Russian literature at multinational
universities presents both challenges and opportunities that demand a thoughtful and integrative
approach. As student populations grow increasingly diverse, instructors must navigate linguistic,
cultural, and methodological complexities to ensure effective engagement with Russian literary texts.
Traditional teaching strategies, while valuable, require substantial adaptation to meet the needs of
students for whom Russian is a second or even third language. These students often encounter
difficulties in grasping not only the linguistic structure but also the deeper cultural and historical
nuances embedded within Russian literary works. Thus, the role of the instructor evolves from that
of a traditional lecturer to a cultural mediator who facilitates intercultural dialogue and critical inquiry.
Addressing language barriers, fostering intercultural understanding, and nurturing critical thinking
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are central goals in this pedagogical context. Contemporary methodologies emphasize student-
centered learning, employing interactive tools such as dramatizations, digital platforms, and
collaborative tasks to promote deeper comprehension and active participation. The integration of
digital technologies—ranging from virtual tours of literary sites to multimedia annotations—has
become instrumental in shaping a dynamic learning environment that transcends conventional
classroom boundaries. Furthermore, assigning creative and analytical tasks enhances students’ ability
to interpret texts independently while connecting them with their own cultural backgrounds. In sum,
the modern approach to teaching Russian literature in a multinational university setting combines
linguistic development with cultural literacy, empowering students not only to understand literary
content but also to engage in meaningful intercultural exchange and scholarly reflection.

Methods

The methodology applied in this study is based on a comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach,
combining traditional academic strategies with innovative pedagogical technologies to teach Russian
literature effectively in a multinational university context [1]. The research focuses on analyzing the
challenges of foreign students’ engagement with Russian literary texts, particularly the language
barrier and differing cultural interpretations [2]. Methodologically, the study incorporates active
student-centered techniques such as research maps, group discussions, role-plays, dramatizations, and
creative assignments including essays and structured poetic compositions [3]. These tools are used
not only to facilitate linguistic and literary analysis but also to develop critical thinking and
intercultural competence [4]. The study emphasizes the integration of interactive digital tools—such
as virtual museum tours, online literary maps, educational platforms, and multimedia presentations—
which enhance immersion and personalize the learning process based on students’ language
proficiency [5]. The approach also includes grammar and syntax exercises contextualized within
literary analysis, fostering deep linguistic engagement with the text [6]. To assess the effectiveness of
this methodology, observational insights and pedagogical reflections were analyzed, confirming that
active participation, intercultural dialogue, and differentiated instruction significantly improve
students' comprehension and motivation [7]. Overall, the methodological design prioritizes
adaptability, inclusivity, and critical engagement, ensuring that learners from diverse backgrounds
can access and appreciate Russian literature not only as artistic expression but as a cultural bridge,
thereby shaping well-rounded, analytically minded, and culturally sensitive individuals in a global
academic environment [8].

Results and Discussion

Teaching Russian literature within a multinational university setting represents one of the most
relevant challenges in modern pedagogy [9]. It requires the teacher to possess deep subject
knowledge, refined methodological preparation, and the ability to adapt traditional academic
approaches to the realities of a globalized educational space. In an era when cultural and linguistic
barriers are gradually fading and university students come from all over the world, the issues of
forming language competence, developing critical thinking, and fostering intercultural dialogue
become decisive in the study of Russia’s literary heritage [10]. The challenges of teaching Russian
literature to students of foreign origin are largely related to the peculiarities of perceiving a literary
text, where for most learners the Russian language is secondary, and literature serves not only as a
bearer of aesthetic values but also as a cultural code reflecting historical and socio-cultural realities
[11]. Such an approach requires teachers not merely to transmit knowledge, but also to create
conditions for independent research, comparing various cultural traditions, and forming a
comprehensive understanding of the works of Russian literary classics [12]. One of the key issues is
the language barrier, manifested in insufficient mastery of the Russian language, especially at the
initial stages of teaching foreigners [13]. Students often encounter difficulties when reading original
texts, which frequently leads to a superficial perception of the content and the loss of the subtleties of
the author’s stylistic and compositional design [14]. Traditional methodologies aimed at a detailed
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study of lexical, grammatical, and syntactic features need to be adapted to the students’ language
proficiency levels; this not only improves their language skills but also deepens their penetration into
the aesthetic and cultural context of the work [15]. Modern methodological research demonstrates
that successful learning is impossible without actively involving students in the educational process,
which is achieved through the use of interactive technologies, group discussions, role plays, and
dramatizations.

Intercultural dialogue plays a particularly significant role as it allows students not only to get
acquainted with Russian literature but also to compare it with the cultural traditions of their own
countries. Thus, teaching literature becomes a powerful tool not only for forming language
competence but also for nurturing tolerance, developing creative thinking, and shaping a critically
minded audience capable of independently analyzing cultural phenomena. In this context, an
important aspect is the integration of traditional methods of academic analysis with modern
interactive approaches, which enable students to actively participate in the learning process. For
instance, using research maps where each listener independently analyzes the structure, composition,
and semantic layers of a work helps develop analytical abilities and fosters independent research
interest.

Methods of editing and transforming texts also play a significant role in forming language
competence. Assignments aimed at practicing grammatical and syntactic constructions within the
framework of literary analysis not only consolidate theoretical knowledge but also allow students to
practice in a real linguistic context, identifying the nuances of the author’s style and the subtleties of
literary language. Such exercises stimulate attention to detail and develop the ability to understand
the author’s intent, which is especially important for future specialists in philology and literary
studies. Alongside these, creative assignments—such as composing a “synthwave” poem (a structured
five-line poetic form) or writing an essay—encourage creativity and allow students to apply their
acquired knowledge in practice by creating their own literary texts and demonstrating their ability to
analyze and synthesize information independently.

In modern conditions, digital technologies play a significant role by transforming traditional
educational processes. Virtual museum tours, interactive maps of literary sites, and online platforms
for collective discussion of works are among the tools that create a dynamic educational space in
which the student becomes an active participant in the learning process. The use of such technologies
not only increases student motivation but also promotes deep immersion in the subject matter, creating
conditions for a multifaceted perception of literary material. In turn, employing digital tools allows
the teacher to adapt the study material to the individual characteristics of each student, ensuring a
differentiated approach, which is particularly important in a multinational university.

An analysis of the methodological approaches presented in the research leads to the conclusion that
effective teaching of Russian literature to foreign students requires a comprehensive and
interdisciplinary approach. For instance, the work by Yatimov and Valiev emphasizes the educational
function of literature, which lies not only in transmitting cultural heritage but also in forming moral
and aesthetic values. A literary work, considered in terms of its historical and cultural context, can
become a source of deep personal experiences that stimulate the development of critical thinking and
promote intercultural exchange. In turn, Arzamasteva’s study is devoted to the problems of adapting
the methodology of teaching Russian literature for foreign students, which requires not only the
improvement of language skills but also the development of intercultural competence. A teacher
acting as a cultural intermediary must be able to convey not only the content of a work but also its
significance in the context of Russian cultural tradition, explaining the historical and social realities
of the era in which the literary work was created. An important aspect is also the organization of the
educational process, which presupposes active interaction between the teacher and students. Modern
teaching methodologies emphasize the need to create conditions for the independent analysis and
discussion of the material read. As part of research-based work, students can complete special
research maps in which they record the historical and cultural context, structural features, and
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linguistic characteristics of a work. This format not only develops analytical abilities but also forms
academic research skills, which is an important stage in their professional training. At the same time,
integrating traditional academic methods with interactive forms of learning—such as group
discussions, seminars, and role plays—ensures deeper assimilation of the material and stimulates
active participation by every student in the educational process. Special attention should be given to
issues of intercultural dialogue, which is an integral part of the modern educational process at a
multinational university. Literature, as a reflection of a nation’s cultural code, enables students not
only to become acquainted with the aesthetic and artistic features of Russian culture but also to
compare them with their own cultural traditions. Such a comparative methodology contributes to the
development of tolerance, the ability to see common traits in seemingly disparate cultural phenomena,
and the formation of a critically minded audience capable of independently analyzing and interpreting
the cultural codes of various nations. In this context, the teacher should function not only as a carrier
of knowledge but also as a moderator of intercultural discussions, fostering an exchange of experience
and the formation of a new perspective on the classical literary heritage. Equally important is the
application of innovative teaching methods that allow for a differentiated approach in preparing
students with varying levels of proficiency in the Russian language. When the language barrier is one
of the main challenges, integrating interactive technologies with traditional methodologies
contributes to the creation of an educational environment in which every student can find the optimal
path for mastering the material. The use of game-based methods, such as interactive quests, role-
playing games, and educational contests, helps to overcome psychological barriers and increases
motivation to study the language and literature. Methods such as showing video materials, virtual
tours, and interactive platforms are actively used to create a visually engaging and dynamic learning
process, which promotes deep immersion in the subject matter and the development of cognitive
skills. Thus, contemporary methodological approaches to teaching Russian literature in a
multinational university represent a complex combination of traditional academic methods and
innovative educational technologies. Effective learning is achieved through the integration of
interdisciplinary knowledge, active student involvement, and the creation of conditions for
intercultural dialogue. A teacher who possesses deep knowledge in both literature and modern
educational technologies becomes not only a source of information but also a transmitter of cultural
traditions, capable of stimulating independent thinking and analytical abilities among students.

In conclusion, successful teaching of Russian literature to foreign students requires a comprehensive
approach that takes into account both the linguistic and the historical-cultural characteristics of the
learners. Only under conditions of active interaction—where traditional methods of literary analysis
are combined with modern interactive technologies—can an educational space be created that ensures
thorough and comprehensive assimilation of the material. Such an approach not only contributes to
the development of professional competencies but also forms in students critical thinking, creative
potential, and intercultural sensitivity, which are particularly important in an era of globalization and
increasing mobility. The practical implementation of the described methodologies—based on
research work, text editing, and creative assignments—demonstrates the high effectiveness of a
comprehensive approach to learning, in which the student not only studies the work but also actively
participates in its interpretation, analyzes its semantic and stylistic features, and compares them with
the cultural traditions of their own and other nations. Ultimately, such a methodological approach
helps to form not only academic knowledge but also the ability to think critically, which is the
cornerstone of successful professional activity in the future.

A coherent, comprehensive approach based on the active involvement of students in the analysis and
interpretation of literary works is the key not only to successful learning but also to forming a civic
stance that promotes intercultural understanding in a global educational environment.

162 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION
https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje



Conclusion

In conclusion, the effective teaching of Russian literature in a multinational university setting
demands a holistic and interdisciplinary approach that combines traditional academic methods with
innovative pedagogical technologies. This research emphasizes that overcoming language barriers,
promoting intercultural dialogue, and fostering critical thinking are central to successful literary
education for foreign students. The integration of interactive assignments, digital tools,
dramatizations, and group discussions not only enhances language competence but also deepens
students’ understanding of the cultural and aesthetic dimensions of Russian literary heritage. Teachers
play a dual role—as both content experts and cultural mediators—guiding students through the
historical and social contexts embedded in literary texts while encouraging independent analysis and
intercultural reflection. The study confirms that the incorporation of flipped classroom strategies,
blended learning environments, and digital platforms contributes to a more engaging and
differentiated educational process. Moreover, creative tasks such as text transformation, interpretive
mapping, and essay writing stimulate learner autonomy and cognitive development. These methods
allow students to engage with literature not as passive recipients but as active interpreters who bring
their own cultural backgrounds into the learning space. Ultimately, this multifaceted pedagogical
model not only strengthens linguistic and academic skills but also cultivates global competencies
essential in today’s interconnected educational and cultural landscape. By fostering open dialogue
and critical engagement with Russian literature, educators can prepare students to become culturally
aware, analytically capable, and socially responsible individuals ready to contribute meaningfully in
diverse professional and societal contexts.
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