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Abstract:

Literature plays a crucial role in shaping the moral, civic, and national consciousness of youth,
fostering a sense of patriotism and unity essential for societal progress. Muhammad Yusuf’s poem
"Be a Nation, My People!" serves as a profound literary work that instills historical awareness,
national pride, and a call for active civic engagement among students by connecting symbolic
figures such as Alpomish and ancestral mothers to the contemporary spirit of unity and
responsibility. Despite the acknowledged educational role of national literature, practical strategies
for deeply integrating literary works into fostering students' patriotism and active citizenship remain
underdeveloped. This article aims to analyze how Yusuf’s poem inspires patriotism and social
responsibility, and to propose modern methods for using literature to strengthen national identity
among students.  The study demonstrates that thematic literary discussions, poetry evenings,
translation projects, and digital initiatives significantly enhance students’ national consciousness
and sense of responsibility, emphasizing literature's transformative impact. The research highlights
innovative educational methods that combine traditional literary appreciation with modern digital
tools, making national literature more accessible and engaging to today’s youth. Strengthening
patriotism through literature not only preserves national values but also prepares a socially
responsible and united young generation, ensuring the sustainable moral and civic development of
society.

5 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION
https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje


mailto:raximbayevjorabek96@gmail.com

Keywords: Patriotism, Students, National Unity, Spiritual Education, Literature, Xalq Bo ‘L, Elim!,
Youth, National Values, Civic Position, Poetry

Introduction

The homeland is not merely the place where one is born. It is the cradle of sacred emotions in a
person’s heart. The homeland is tied to a person’s first awareness, first expression, and first breath. It
is the land that taught us our language, our culture, our national values, and showed us the path to live
as human beings.

For students, loving the homeland is not just a feeling of affection and compassion, but a matter of
life responsibility, dedication, and an active civic position. This feeling forms within a person’s inner
world, purifies the heart, and guides them toward humanity. If a person loves their homeland, they
respect every individual, are not indifferent to the environment, and empathize with the pain of the
people.

Right from the opening lines of the poem "Be a Nation, My People!", the poet invites the reader to
return to ancient history, to the side of great figures:

Let my ancient melodies return to the ancient land, Let not my rivers dry up, covered by sands.

If you wish to please the souls of my grandmothers

Who sang lullabies to Alpomish — be a nation, my people!

Here, through the images of Alpomish and grandmothers, the homeland is portrayed not only as a
geographical location but also as a spiritual and moral heritage. Alpomish symbolizes bravery.
Grandmothers represent upbringing, patience, and national values. Through these symbols, the poet
emphasizes that love for the homeland is not just emotional, but rooted in history and spirituality.
For students, these lines are not just poetry, but a call to study their own history and heritage. It is
through inspiration from this great past that one can understand their future. Students are not just
learners of today but the leaders, engineers, doctors, and scientists of tomorrow — in a word, the
future of the nation. If their hearts are not filled with love for their homeland, respect for history, and
loyalty to their nation, we cannot expect them to change the world. Therefore, when talking about the
homeland, this topic should be addressed not only in lessons but in all aspects of life. Holding lectures
on patriotism, poetry readings, and excursions to historical monuments in higher education
institutions awakens a sense of national pride and responsibility in students’ hearts.

Every stanza, every line of the poem is filled with a lofty spiritual spirit. It not only calls for loyalty
to the homeland but also for unity, understanding the people, and recognizing one's identity.

Let my ancient melodies return to the ancient land,
Let not my rivers dry up, covered by sands.

In these lines, the poet conveys the importance of respecting national heritage and understanding the
value of the past. “Ancient melodies” symbolize folk art, the spirit of the people, and national culture.
The phrase “Let not my rivers dry up, covered by sands” implies the need to preserve and never forget
our spiritual heritage.

If you wish to please the souls of my grandmothers
Who sang lullabies to Alpomish — be a nation, my people!

The phrase “grandmothers who sang lullabies to Alpomish” is a heart-stirring line. Through it, the
poet reminds us of the great mothers of the nation — symbols of upbringing and spirituality. Through
them, the roots and spiritual values of the people are revealed.

Serve the brave Leader of the Nation who lives for the homeland,
If you want to be his wings — be a nation, my people.
In this part of the poem, the poet sheds light on modern ideology, loyalty to the state and its leader,
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and the idea of uniting for the development of the homeland. “Serve the Leader of the Nation” does
not refer to violence or blind obedience, but to unity and shared vision between the people and the
leader, a collective sense of purpose for the nation’s good.

For young people, these lines are a call to choose an active civic stance, to find their place in society,
and to work for its progress. In state-building, the role of the people—especially the younger
generation—is vital. Their knowledge, patriotism, and strong moral values determine the future of
the nation.

One soul, one body shared a single raisin-
If you wish to return to those days — be a nation, my people.

In these lines, the poet glorifies the generosity of the people and the openness of the homeland.
"Sharing a single raisin among forty people™ symbolizes the humanity of our nation. It expresses a
desire to restore the times when people lived in unity and shared such noble qualities.

Students, inspired by these lines, should strive to be compassionate, selfless individuals who serve
the people-not only in education but also in life. The overall spirit of the poem conveys not only a
remembrance of history but also guidance for the future. "Be a nation, my people!" is more than just
a phrase-it is a symbol of spiritual purity, national unity, loyalty to values, and the continuity of our
ideology.

In the final lines of the poem:
The children of a nation call each other brothers,
The children without a nation destroy each other.

Through these lines, the poet emphasizes that unity is one of the most important values for a nation.
The call "Be a nation, my people!” is an appeal to goodness, a powerful message that reflects the
hopes and dreams of every child of Uzbekistan.

Literature is the spiritual mirror of a nation—it reflects emotions and inner experiences[1]. It awakens
consciousness, purifies the heart, and fills the soul with moral strength[2]. National poetry holds a
special place in this process[3]; it expresses the history[4], pain, and dreams of the people in vibrant
words[5]. In this sense, poems like "Be a nation, my people!", which are both inspiring and rich in
historical and spiritual meaning, play a crucial role in shaping students' character[6]. They instill
values such as love for the homeland[7], pride in the nation, respect for history, and the importance
of unity[8].

One of the main tasks of national literature is to educate the younger generation in the spirit of
patriotism and loyalty to the homeland[9]. Literature is not only a source for reading and analysis but
also a means of moral education[10]. It unites history, drama, poetics, and the realities of life[11].

Through the poem "Be a Nation, My People!", students:

1. Learn about the historical triumphs of their nation[12];

2. Feel the ideas of selflessness and unity;

3. Understand values like compassion and humanity[13];

4. Gain motivation to become active citizens in their society.

It is necessary to teach literature not just as an academic subject, but as a spiritual resource that applies
to life[14]. The following approaches are considered effective for this purpose[15]:

1. Organizing Poetry Evenings

Host literary events with student participation on topics such as “Love for the Homeland,” “National
Unity,” and “People and Selflessness.”

2. Literary Discussions
Hold philosophical and socio-political debates based on specific poems to explore students'
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perspectives.
3. Translation and Analysis Work

Engage students in analyzing literary works and translating them into foreign languages. This
enhances both their cultural and language skills.

4. Homeland Advocacy Clubs

Establish literary-educational groups in educational institutions like “I Love My Homeland” and “I
Am a Young Patriot.”

5. Inspirational Lectures

Teachers can conduct motivational lessons based on famous poems to deeply influence the hearts of
young people.

Methods

This study employed a qualitative literary-pedagogical approach to analyze how Muhammad Yusuf’s
poem “Be a Nation, My People!” can be used as an effective educational tool to instill patriotism,
national unity, and civic responsibility among university students. The research methodology focused
on interpretive textual analysis combined with classroom-based pedagogical strategies. Selected lines
and symbols within the poem were examined for their historical, moral, and philosophical content to
reveal how they resonate with contemporary youth. Practical teaching methods were implemented
through literature classes, poetry evenings, literary discussions, and creative translation exercises that
engaged students in both analysis and emotional reflection. Special emphasis was placed on
integrating literary content into interactive formats such as group discussions, digital media (e.g.,
poetry podcasts, video recordings), and student-led performances. The study also considered the
influence of motivational lectures, extracurricular clubs, and volunteer-based social initiatives as
extensions of literary engagement. These activities provided a framework through which the values
expressed in the poem could be applied to students’ real-life behavior and societal roles. Data were
gathered through observation of student participation, textual responses, and feedback from literature
educators. This methodological synthesis allowed for a comprehensive understanding of how national
literature, particularly Yusuf’s poem, functions not only as artistic expression but also as a medium
of moral instruction and nation-building within an academic setting.

Results and Discussion

Delivering National Poetry to Youth in a Modern Format

Today’s youth are often active on digital platforms. Therefore, it is essential to present literature to
them in a style that feels familiar and engaging. Some effective approaches include:

1. Providing access to poems in video format;
2. Engaging youth through podcasts, YouTube videos, and TikTok poetry projects;

3. Creating dedicated sections on university websites such as “Poem of the Week” or “Poetic
Reflections.”

Fostering a Sense of Social Responsibility in Students

Literature awakens feelings of responsibility, honesty, tolerance, and courage in the human heart.
These qualities lead to success in any profession. Above all, patriotism and dedication to one’s people
must become the core values of today’s youth. A young person shaped by literature will empathize
with their nation’s struggles and will not remain indifferent to its problems. They will think not only
of their personal future but also of the future of their people. And that is what defines a morally mature
individual.

Unity is the key to progress for any nation. Where there is unity, there is strength, love, harmony,
and stability. Our ancestors did not say “Unity is the beginning of happiness” without reason. All of
the great victories in our history were achieved thanks to national unity.
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The children of a nation call each other brothers,
The children without a nation destroy each other.

Through these lines, the poet conveys that the fate of a nation lies in unity. A people who recognize
and support one another are the greatest kind of people. If young people unite and think as one, no
obstacle can stand in the way of their nation's future. Every society is built upon mutual respect,
tolerance, and harmony among its citizens. In literature, this idea is interpreted even more deeply.
The call for unity in the poem is not only emotional but also philosophical:

Stand as one, lift your proud and noble head,
Be a nation, my people, be a nation, my people, be a nation, my people!

These lines are a direct address to the heart of the people. As they read these words, every young
person begins to think: “I am the people,” “I am responsible,” “I am needed for unity.”

Strengthening the Idea of Unity in Educational Institutions
To foster harmony, mutual respect, and unity among students, the following initiatives hold great
importance in higher education institutions:

1. Organizing group-based collaborative projects. These projects unite students around a
common goal.

2. Spiritual evenings under the theme “One Nation — One Heart.” During these events,
students can present performances, recite poems, and share reflections on interethnic harmony
and unity.

3. Promoting social volunteer activities. Creating teams of socially active youth helps
demonstrate practical unity within the community.

4. Special lectures on the topic “The Lesson of Unity.” These lectures aim to deepen students'
sense of responsibility by focusing on national and universal values.

Unity is not just a word — it is an action.

Poetry teaches us that unity does not come through words alone, but through proactive efforts and
real contributions. Coming together, standing side by side, exchanging ideas, and supporting one
another are all manifestations of a culture of unity.

Students should not only be knowledge-seekers but also active drivers of societal progress. Their
ability to unite around a shared purpose and vision is a guarantee of the country's bright future.

Youth are ambassadors of unity within society.

Modern youth represent the most dynamic and forward-thinking segment of society. Their stance on
any issue serves as an example for the broader public. If young people fully grasp the ideas of unity
and solidarity, it can lead to positive transformations not only within society but across the entire
country.

Literature, especially poetry like “Be a Nation, My People!”, nurtures in young people not only a
sense of national pride but also a feeling of responsibility, collective identity, and belonging to the
fate of their nation.

Youth are the present and the future of the nation.

Every era raises its own generation, striving toward the future. But the true force behind creating
that future lies in the youth. The way their dreams, hopes, and love for their country are shaped
directly affects the destiny of the nation.

Inspiring poems like “Be a Nation, My People!” help shape these very values—hope, loyalty, and
selflessness—in the hearts of the younger generation. This poem should not just remain a literary
piece, but become a guiding principle for life.

Serving the homeland is the duty of every young person.
True patriotism is not merely about reading poetry. It is about gaining knowledge, mastering one’s
profession, being an active citizen, caring about the people’s struggles—in other words,
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contributing to the nation through meaningful action.

For students, this means:

Constantly working on self-improvement;

Excelling in education and science;

Representing the honor of the homeland on the global stage;
Finding solutions to societal challenges;

Preserving national values.

The line “Be a Nation, My People!” places a profound sense of responsibility on our hearts. It is not
just a call—it is a duty born out of love. If young people understand the essence of this line, every
action they take will strengthen unity and bring people together.

A spiritually mature person thinks correctly, makes fair decisions, is kind and responsible. Such a
person strives to bring about positive change in society.
Practical Recommendations for Students

1. Read and analyze one national poem each week.
This practice helps instill love for our language and culture in the hearts of young people.

2. Participate in social projects based on the idea of serving the homeland.
For example: helping the elderly, planting trees, promoting patriotism among peers.

3. Perform poems and organize spiritual evenings.
Through such activities, students learn to express their thoughts freely and confidently.

4. Apply literature to real life.
Use the messages from the poems in daily life, and approach situations with creativity and
thoughtfulness.

o s~ wh e

Conclusion

The poem “Be a Nation, My People!” is a powerful literary work that awakens feelings of loyalty to
the homeland, love for the people, historical awareness, and the idea of unity in the hearts of young
people. It is not merely a poetic expression—it is a spiritual and national call that reminds us of our
identity, our roots, and our responsibility toward the future.

For students, reflecting on the homeland provides motivation in their educational journey and
becomes a source of integrity and devotion in their future careers. Through literature, young people
not only cultivate a sense of aesthetic appreciation, but they also gain a deeper understanding of
history, value national traditions, and find their rightful place in society.

The meanings behind the lines “Be a Nation, My People!” help today’s students develop a sense of
civic engagement, national identity, unity, and social responsibility. This poem can serve as a
spiritual guide in a student’s life — it expresses grand ideas that should be practiced not only in
poetry, but also in everyday life.

In this way, through the power of literature, young hearts are filled with love for the homeland, unity,
and humanity. And this is the true foundation of a strong and prosperous future for any nation.
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