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Abstract:

This study examines community influence and the building of a constituency for effective
community development practices in rural communities of the Niger Delta in Nigeria. The study
revealed the situation and predicaments the people of Niger Delta region have faced. It further
revealed the various factors that contribute to community influence and the building of a strong
constituency for community development. The study examined the importance of community
influence in promoting sustainable community development practices in rural communities of the
Niger Delta. The study further explored the role of community leaders, local institutions, and
stakeholders in galvanizing support and creating a conducive environment for effective community
development. The study provided key insights and recommendations for policymakers, community
leaders, and development practitioners to better understand and harness the power of community
influence in promoting sustainable and impactful community development in the Niger Delta
region.
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Introduction

The Niger Delta, situated in southern Nigeria, is internationally recognized for its ecological
richness and vast natural resources. Covering approximately 70,000 square kilometers, it supports
a population of over 30 million people and spans nine states: Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River,
Delta, Edo, Imo, Ondo, Abia, and Rivers. Characterized by mangrove forests, tropical wetlands,
and remarkable biodiversity, the region holds substantial oil and gas reserves, positioning it as a
strategic asset to both Nigeria’s economy and the global energy market.

Petroleum exploration commenced in the region during the 1950s and has since evolved into
Nigeria’s primary economic driver, contributing over 80% of national revenue and exceeding 90%
of export earnings. However, this economic prominence has not translated into improved living
conditions for the indigenous population. The area continues to face acute levels of poverty,
infrastructure deficits, and unemployment. Essential public services, including potable water,
healthcare, and education, remain insufficient or inaccessible in many communities, thus deepening
socio-economic inequalities.

Environmental degradation stands as a critical challenge in the Niger Delta. Extensive oil spills,
deforestation, and gas flaring have caused widespread ecological damage, including contamination
of water bodies, destruction of arable farmland, and significant depletion of fish stocks — a primary
source of livelihood for many inhabitants [1]. The region’s dependency on subsistence farming and
fishing amplifies the consequences of this environmental degradation, resulting in food insecurity,
declining incomes, and heightened health risks [1].

Pollutants from industrial activity, particularly hydrocarbons and toxic gases, have been linked to
increased incidences of respiratory diseases, cancers, and other health complications among the
local population [2]. The scarcity of healthcare infrastructure further aggravates the situation,
particularly in remote areas, where diseases such as malaria, waterborne infections, and respiratory
ailments remain prevalent and largely untreated [2].

Moreover, the Niger Delta has been a hotspot for socio-political instability, often marked by civil
unrest and militancy. Grievances over environmental neglect, inequitable resource allocation, and
chronic underdevelopment have spurred local resistance, ranging from peaceful protests to armed
insurgency [3]. These movements generally demand greater regional autonomy, improved
environmental protections, and a fairer distribution of resource-derived revenue.

Despite its natural wealth, a significant portion of the region's rural population continues to live in
poverty. Employment opportunities in the oil sector are typically limited to technically skilled labor
imported from other parts of Nigeria, excluding many local youths and exacerbating regional
unemployment [4]. This has contributed to a rise in crime, social frustration, and disenfranchisement
among the younger demographic.

Rural communities also face dire infrastructural deficits, including poor road networks, insufficient
educational and healthcare facilities, and unreliable access to electricity. These limitations restrict
economic integration and impede access to vital services, thereby reinforcing cycles of deprivation
and limiting opportunities for sustainable development and upward mobility [4].

In many rural areas of the Niger Delta, educational infrastructure is significantly deficient. Schools
are frequently underfunded, lack qualified teaching personnel, and are poorly resourced, all of
which contribute to a substandard educational experience. High dropout rates and persistently low
literacy levels are often attributed to the shortage of trained educators, inadequate instructional
materials, and the economic compulsion for children to support household livelihoods through
subsistence farming or fishing. This limited access to quality education impedes upward social
mobility and restricts future prospects for younger generations.

The developmental challenges of the region are further exacerbated by widespread corruption and
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political instability. Allocated resources intended for infrastructure, education, and healthcare are
frequently mismanaged or embezzled, depriving communities of essential public services. This
systemic corruption undermines trust in government institutions, deterring community participation
in state-led initiatives and reinforcing feelings of marginalization and disenfranchisement.

Economic gains from oil production in the Niger Delta are disproportionately concentrated among
a small group of elites and multinational corporations, while local communities often receive
negligible compensation or benefits. This disparity has intensified local resentment and has
occasionally incited social unrest, including demonstrations and violent confrontations involving
community members, oil companies, and security forces. Efforts to address such inequalities are
complicated by entrenched political and economic interests.

Moreover, migration into the region—driven largely by employment prospects in the oil industry—
has introduced new cultural dynamics that sometimes disrupt traditional governance structures and
community cohesion. The influx of migrants from other regions of Nigeria and neighboring
countries can undermine established social norms, create cultural fragmentation, and complicate
local decision-making processes.

The Niger Delta is also acutely susceptible to the effects of climate change, including rising sea
levels and increased flooding. These environmental threats compromise agricultural productivity,
deplete fishing resources, and damage critical infrastructure, thereby compounding poverty and
food insecurity. Consequently, the region is confronting not only the immediate ecological
consequences of hydrocarbon exploitation but also the broader, long-term implications of global
climate change.

According to Okirika, persistent grievances regarding environmental degradation, inequitable
resource distribution, and economic exclusion have fostered the rise of militancy and criminal
activities within parts of the Niger Delta. Militant groups have resorted to acts of sabotage targeting
oil infrastructure, as well as kidnappings and violent protests. These security threats destabilize
daily life, deter both domestic and foreign investment, and compromise regional safety and
development.

Addressing these multidimensional challenges requires a comprehensive, community-driven
development strategy. Strengthening grassroots engagement and fostering collaborative
development frameworks offer potential avenues for empowering local populations, advancing
sustainable economic opportunities, and restoring ecological equilibrium. Nevertheless, the
realization of effective development initiatives demands coordinated participation among local
communities, governmental bodies, non-governmental organizations, and private sector actors.
Only through inclusive and transparent cooperation can the foundational issues of
underdevelopment and environmental degradation in the Niger Delta be effectively addressed.

Community Influence

In recent years, there has been an increasing emphasis on community-driven development
strategies, accompanied by growing recognition of the role of community influence in shaping the
success and sustainability of such initiatives. Community influence refers to the degree of impact
that local populations exert on the formulation, implementation, and long-term effectiveness of
development programs. It is widely acknowledged as a critical factor in fostering a sense of local
ownership, engagement, and accountability, while simultaneously addressing entrenched barriers
to socio-economic progress.

By strategically leveraging community influence, development interventions can achieve more
meaningful and sustainable outcomes that align with the values and needs of local stakeholders.
Scholars have argued that recognizing and amplifying community influence is essential to the
effectiveness of programs, particularly in resource-rich yet underdeveloped regions like the Niger
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Delta [5], [6]. Some key mechanisms through which community influence enhances development
efforts include:

e Facilitating inclusive decision-making by incorporating diverse voices;

e Enhancing trust and collaboration among stakeholders;

e Promoting environmental stewardship within ecologically vulnerable zones;
e Building networks for collective advocacy;

e Utilizing indigenous knowledge and local resources;

¢ Reinforcing social capital and resilience;

e Preserving cultural identity and traditional practices;

e Fostering transparency and institutional accountability.

Constituency Building as a Development Strategy

Constituency building refers to the strategic process of bringing together individuals and groups
with shared interests to form a supportive base for a cause, organization, or initiative. This approach
involves identifying potential supporters, nurturing relationships with key stakeholders, and
constructing robust networks that can advocate for policy or institutional change [7]. Constituency
building plays a critical role in increasing the visibility and influence of community-based
organizations, enabling them to effectively participate in decision-making processes and to advance
long-term development goals through collective action.

In the context of the Niger Delta, constituency building holds particular relevance due to the
region’s distinctive socio-economic challenges, including environmental degradation,
infrastructural deficits, and political marginalization. When communities are mobilized through
cohesive constituencies, they are better positioned to engage collaboratively, mobilize local
resources, and ensure the continuity of development interventions.

A significant component of this process involves empowering communities to advocate for their
rights and hold both government agencies and private corporations accountable for their actions. A
well-organized constituency enhances the community's bargaining power, enabling productive
negotiations with influential stakeholders, such as multinational oil companies operating in the
region [8]. This empowerment facilitates outcomes such as fair compensation, job creation,
environmental remediation, and equitable access to public services.

Given the persistent environmental degradation in the Niger Delta—including widespread oil spills
and water pollution that threaten agriculture, fisheries, and public health—constituency building is
vital for mobilizing efforts toward environmental justice. Organized constituencies provide a
platform for communities to engage in restoration initiatives in collaboration with environmental
NGOs and regulatory bodies [9].

Community development serves as a fundamental pillar for enhancing resilience in vulnerable
regions by expanding income-generating options, fostering skill acquisition, and equipping
communities with adaptive capacities to withstand socio-economic shocks. Practical interventions
such as training in sustainable agriculture, entrepreneurship, and micro-industries allow individuals
to diversify their livelihoods, thereby reducing reliance on a singular economic sector. This
economic diversification is essential in buffer zones like the Niger Delta, where overdependence on
the oil industry exacerbates vulnerability to global price fluctuations and local disruptions.

Constituency building complements these initiatives by establishing a structured network of
advocacy and resource mobilization, ensuring that supportive policy environments are in place for
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long-term resilience. Through collective action, constituencies are able to advance the interests of
local populations in shaping public policy, particularly in addressing systemic challenges such as
environmental degradation and underdevelopment. For instance, in the Niger Delta, organized
community groups have successfully lobbied for changes in revenue allocation, enforcement of
environmental protection standards, and the development of local infrastructure [10].

A critical advantage of constituency-led development is the enhancement of transparency and
accountability. When communities take a leading role in project planning and oversight, there is a
greater likelihood of efficient resource use and measurable outcomes. In regions plagued by
institutional corruption, a well-informed and empowered constituency acts as a watchdog, ensuring
that public funds and corporate investments are used as intended, and that stakeholders remain
answerable to the community [11].

The essence of community development lies in its sustainability. By institutionalizing constituency
structures, communities can maintain developmental momentum even in the absence of external
assistance. These structures enable local leadership, pooled resources, and long-term commitment
to community-driven goals, thereby creating a self-sustaining model of development.

To effectively cultivate a constituency, nations and institutions may adopt multi-dimensional
communication strategies. These include mechanisms such as periodic needs assessments, advisory
councils for inclusive consultation, and robust public relations to bridge gaps between institutions
and communities. These practices promote participatory governance and foster a shared sense of
ownership, preventing hierarchical disconnects often described as “town-and-gown” or “top-down
paternalism” approaches [12]. The goal is to normalize community development as a participatory
endeavor that engages all segments of society.

Factors that contribute to community Influence and the Building of a Strong Constituency
for Community Development

Several interrelated factors contribute to the effectiveness of community influence and the
formation of robust constituencies that support community development efforts in the rural areas of
the Niger Delta, Nigeria. These include socio-economic conditions, availability of resources,
educational levels, political dynamics, and engagement from local leadership and stakeholders.
Each of these components plays a pivotal role in either facilitating or hindering sustainable
development.

1. Socio-Economic Conditions:

The economic profile of a community significantly affects its capacity to engage in and sustain
development programs. Communities grappling with widespread poverty or lacking access to
essential services are often unable to mobilize resources or sustain engagement with development
initiatives. In contrast, relatively stable socio-economic conditions enable better coordination,
community mobilization, and project ownership.

2. Resource Availability:

The presence or scarcity of key resources—such as funding, infrastructure, and natural assets—
profoundly influences the community’s ability to meet development objectives. Resource-rich
communities have greater potential to harness their assets for socioeconomic advancement.
Conversely, resource-deficient areas encounter limitations that often stall or derail development
initiatives [13].

3. Education and Awareness:

The educational status of community members is another essential factor. A more informed
population tends to be more engaged in decision-making, better understands civic responsibilities,
and is better equipped to advocate for communal needs. Thus, targeted investment in education and
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awareness campaigns is critical for empowering communities and enhancing local agency in
development processes [14].

4. Political Climate:

Politics plays a dual role in community development. While effective governance and supportive
political structures can foster growth, instability and corruption frequently act as major
impediments. Misappropriation of resources and politically motivated interventions often lead to
failed or irrelevant development projects, especially in conflict-prone areas of the Niger Delta [15].

5. Role of Local Leaders and Stakeholders:

Traditional authorities, community-based organizations, and civil society actors possess intimate
knowledge of local dynamics. Their involvement enhances legitimacy and responsiveness in the
development process. When included, these actors can serve as mediators, mobilizers, and
watchdogs, improving both trust and project sustainability [16].

The Role of Community Influence in Promoting Sustainable Development in the Niger Delta

Community influence is essential for advancing sustainable development efforts, particularly in
marginalized and resource-rich regions like the Niger Delta. It shapes both the direction and the
outcomes of development initiatives in various ways:

1. Enhancing Local Ownership:

Community influence fosters local endorsement of development efforts. When residents believe
their concerns and priorities are considered, they are more likely to commit to and protect
developmental gains [4].

2. Promoting Collaboration:

Increased collaboration between community members, local leadership, and development partners
results in more integrated and coherent development strategies. Such cooperation leads to better
resource alignment and a shared sense of purpose [5].

3. Encouraging Participation:

Participation in planning and execution empowers community members and fosters accountability.
It ensures that individuals become active contributors rather than passive beneficiaries of
development [4].

4. Utilizing Local Knowledge:

Local knowledge is often more contextually relevant than externally imposed solutions.
Development initiatives that incorporate indigenous knowledge systems in agriculture, natural
resource management, or dispute resolution tend to achieve higher acceptance and sustainability

[6].
5. Preserving Cultural Identity:

Community-driven development supports the continuation of cultural heritage and traditions, which
are closely tied to identity and resilience in rural areas [5].

6. Addressing Real Needs:

Projects driven by genuine community input tend to align with actual local priorities, thereby
reducing waste and enhancing impact. Misalignment between project delivery and community
needs has led to the neglect or vandalization of numerous government-sponsored projects in the
region. For instance, in Emohua Local Government Area, water and hospital rehabilitation projects
were carried out during an ongoing crisis rooted in cult-related violence. These projects were seen

as irrelevant to immediate needs and were subsequently destroyed [4].
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7. Leveraging Community Resources:

As Kafayat and Olayinka noted, development practices that draw on local resources and knowledge
are more sustainable. These might include indigenous methods of farming, conflict mediation, or
communal labor mobilization, which are often overlooked by external actors but remain central to
local livelihoods and cohesion [6].

Building Social Capital and Empowerment through Community Influence

Community influence is instrumental in cultivating social capital, defined as the networks of
relationships and mutual trust that facilitate cooperation for mutual benefit. By fostering
collaboration between community members and external actors—such as development agencies,
NGOs, and government representatives—strong social ties are developed that contribute to the
resilience and long-term success of community initiatives. As Kafayat and Olayinka emphasized,
joint efforts in local development initiatives lead to the enhancement of trust, solidarity, and
communal unity [1]. Constituency building brings together diverse groups—including youth,
women, traditional authorities, and civil society—around a shared vision, thereby minimizing
conflicts and encouraging collective responses to challenges such as environmental degradation,
youth unemployment, and infrastructural deficits.

Moreover, community influence serves as a catalyst for empowerment. When individuals are
included in decision-making and granted agency over development initiatives, they become more
capable of shaping their futures. This process not only fosters personal and collective confidence
but also mobilizes local populations to become proactive agents of change within their communities.

The Role of Community Leaders, Institutions, and Stakeholders in Driving Development in
the Niger Delta

In the Niger Delta region—an area marked by environmental challenges, social tensions, and
underdevelopment—effective community development is highly dependent on the roles played by
community leaders, local institutions, and stakeholders. These actors are pivotal in mobilizing
support, galvanizing action, and fostering an enabling environment for sustainable change.

1. Role of Community Leaders

Community leaders, often trusted figures such as traditional chiefs, religious figures, or local elders,
are integral to guiding grassroots development. Their roles go beyond symbolic leadership—they
mobilize human and material resources, advocate for community interests, and encourage unity.
According to Gibson, community leaders possess intimate knowledge of local dynamics and have
the capacity to unify residents toward shared goals through meetings, awareness campaigns, and
consensus-building activities [2]. Their ability to mobilize both internal and external resources—
whether from private donors, NGOs, or government entities—makes them crucial enablers of
development.

Additionally, community leaders act as advocates for the rights and needs of their people. Through
representation in governmental or non-governmental forums, they raise awareness of local
challenges and seek support for tailored interventions. As noted by Scott and Gannaway, such
leadership enhances legitimacy, facilitates effective communication, and strengthens accountability
structures within the community [3].

2. Role of Local Institutions

Local institutions—including government agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and
community-based organizations (CBOs)—play essential roles in structuring, funding, and
evaluating development initiatives. Their contributions include:

¢ Provision of Resources and Funding: These institutions often serve as conduits for financial and
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logistical resources. Government bodies may offer grants for infrastructure development, NGOs
may secure funding for education or health projects, and CBOs often mobilize local fundraising
efforts to support community needs.

e Policy Development and Implementation: Institutions shape and enforce development policies.
For example, governments can create fiscal incentives for rural investments, while NGOs can
advocate for environmental or gender-sensitive policies. These policies are vital for creating a
conducive framework for sustained development.

e Capacity Building: Local institutions enhance community capability by providing vocational
training, leadership education, and technical assistance. Programs on entrepreneurship,
sustainable agriculture, or digital literacy equip residents with the skills to initiate and manage
development independently.

o Collaborative Partnerships: Effective development frequently results from partnerships between
various institutions. Joint ventures—for example, a partnership between a government agency
and an NGO to build a rural clinic—allow for resource pooling and more impactful interventions.

e Monitoring and Evaluation: Institutions are also tasked with ensuring accountability and
measuring impact. Monitoring mechanisms, such as baseline surveys, project assessments, and
impact evaluations, provide critical feedback for refining development strategies.

Thus, institutional engagement is indispensable to the planning, execution, and sustainability of
community development programs.

3. Role of Stakeholders in Supporting Development

Stakeholders—defined broadly to include private sector actors, development agencies, donors,
advocacy groups, and community representatives—bring complementary perspectives and
resources to the development landscape. Their responsibilities include:

e Advocating for Policy Reform: Stakeholders can lobby for legislation and budgetary allocations
that benefit rural communities, such as environmental protections, equitable revenue sharing, or
healthcare subsidies.

e Facilitating Inclusive Dialogue: Stakeholders often serve as neutral mediators in community
disputes, enhancing trust and inclusion among diverse interest groups.

e Investing in Local Economies: Through corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives,
businesses—particularly those in extractive industries—can support local infrastructure,
education, or healthcare projects.

e Promoting Innovation: International donors and development agencies can introduce new
technologies or practices (e.g., solar power, mobile banking, telemedicine) to address rural
development challenges.

Ultimately, the synergy between community leaders, institutions, and stakeholders determines the
success or failure of development efforts in the Niger Delta. Their coordinated involvement builds
a robust support system capable of addressing both the structural and socio-political impediments
to sustainable development.

1. Government

The government plays a crucial role in galvanizing support and creating a conducive environment
for effective community development. According to Stoll-Kleemann and Welp (2019), it has the
power to allocate resources and implement policies that can influence the development of a
community. For example, the government can provide funding for community development
projects through grants or subsidies. It can also enforce regulations that promote sustainable
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development and protect the rights of community members.
2. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

NGOs are another key stakeholder in community development. They often work in collaboration
with the government to identify and address the needs of the community. For instance, NGOs may
provide resources, such as food, water, or education, to communities in need. They can also act as
advocates for the community, lobbying for policy changes that can improve their living conditions.

3. Local Businesses

Local businesses also play a significant role in galvanizing support and creating a conducive
environment for community development. They have a vested interest in the wellbeing of their
community as it directly affects their business. One way that local businesses can contribute to
community development is by creating job opportunities. By providing employment, businesses
can help alleviate poverty and improve the overall economic status of the community.

4. Community Members

The active participation of community members is crucial for successful community development.
Each individual has unique skills, knowledge, and experiences that can contribute to the growth and
development of their community. For instance, community members can volunteer their time and
resources to support community projects. They can also participate in decision-making processes
to ensure that their voices are heard and their needs are met.

In conclusion, the separate exploration of the role of community leaders, local institutions, and
stakeholders in galvanizing support and creating a conducive environment for effective community
development in the Niger Delta reveals the complex and interconnected nature of this topic.
Together, these key players have the potential to drive positive change and foster sustainable
development in the region. Policymakers, development practitioners, and other stakeholders must
recognize and leverage their roles in order to achieve meaningful and lasting impact in the Niger
Delta.

Conclusion

In the rural communities of the Niger Delta, building a constituency and fostering community
influence are essential strategies for achieving effective and sustainable community development. By
mobilizing support from within the community and establishing alliances with external stakeholders,
these communities can overcome challenges and take control of their development trajectory. The
Niger Delta's experience underscores the importance of participatory approaches and the need to
harness local knowledge and cultural resources in development efforts. Only through collaborative,
constituency-driven efforts can the Niger Delta's communities achieve long-lasting change that aligns
with their aspirations and values.

Generally, there is a synergy that truly exist between when a community is influenced by the
ideologies of critical stakeholders in fighting a common war that will improve their level of
perception and hinder indicators that has to do with poverty, environmental degradation. Therefore,
this paper believed that community influence has significant roles to play in this subject matter
especially in Niger Delta region of Nigeria.

Recommendations

The following are recommendations for policymakers, community leaders, and development
practitioners on how to better understand and harness the power of community influence in promoting
sustainable and impactful community development in the Niger Delta region:

1. Conduct thorough research and data analysis to understand the dynamics of the community in the

Niger Delta region: This will help policymakers, community leaders, and development
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practitioners to better understand the challenges and opportunities within the community and to
identify areas where community influence can be leveraged for sustainable development.

2. Foster strong partnerships and collaborations with local community organizations and leaders: By
working closely with these stakeholders, policymakers and development practitioners can gain
valuable insights and perspectives on community dynamics and engage in effective dialogue to
harness community influence for development.

3. Invest in capacity building and empowerment programs that promote community leadership and
agency: By equipping community members with the necessary skills, knowledge, and resources,
policymakers and development practitioners can empower them to take an active role in promoting
sustainable and impactful community development.

4. Adopt a participatory approach in decision-making processes and development initiatives: By
involving community members in the planning and implementation of development projects,
policymakers and development practitioners can ensure that their initiatives align with the needs
and priorities of the community, making them more likely to succeed.

5. Ensure transparency and accountability in all development efforts: By promoting transparency and
accountability, policymakers and development practitioners can build trust and foster a sense of
ownership within communities of Niger Delta the community. This, in turn, can lead to greater
community influence in promoting sustainable development and driving positive change in the
Niger Delta region.

6. Foster truth, mercy that will lead to permanent peace sustenance in our rural communities of Niger
Delta.

References

[1] C. Amad, “Politics in the Niger Delta: An analysis of its role in community development,” J.
Nigerian Stud., vol. 12, no. 2, pp. 45-63, 2019.

[2] A. Brown, “The importance of stakeholder engagement in community development,” J. Local
Governance, vol. 7, no. 3, pp. 45-60, 2020.

[3] I. Chinwe, “Building a constituency for effective community development practices in rural
communities of the Niger Delta in Nigeria: The role of community leaders,” Nigerian J.
Leadership Dev., vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 12-23, 2020.

[4]J. Gibson, “Understanding the role of community leaders in promoting community development,”
Community Dev. J., vol. 54, no. 1, pp. 137-148, 2019.

[5] K. Ibrahim and F. Ali, “Community empowerment and sustainable community development in
the rural areas of Niger Delta in Nigeria,” J. Community Build., vol. 4, no. 3, pp. 23-42, 2019.

[6] M. Johnson, “The role of local institutions in galvanizing support and promoting effective
community development,” Community Dev. Q., vol. 33, no. 4, pp. 75-90, 2019.

[7] O. Kafayat and E. Olayinka, “Community development practices in rural communities of the
Niger Delta in Nigeria: A review,” Int. J. Community Dev., vol. 15, no. 1, pp. 56-68, 2020.

[8] O. Nwabueze, “The role of community building in facilitating effective community development

practices in rural communities of the Niger Delta in Nigeria,” Nigerian J. Community Build.,
vol. 17, no. 2, pp. 78-89, 2021.

[9] E. W. Oji and A. Okirika, “Influence of government policies and programmes on the rural
communities' felt-needs for sustainable community development in Rivers State,” Int. J.
Institutional Leadership Policy Manag., vol. 6, no. 2, pp. 263-274, 2024.

[10] A. Okirika, Adult education programmes for sustainable peace towards community development

41 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION
https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje



in Rivers State, Ph.D. dissertation, Ignatius Ajuru Univ., Port Harcourt, Nigeria, 2022.

[11] A. Okirika, “Factors responsible for the breach of peace in Bayelsa state: Implications for adult
education and community development,” in Adult Education and Human Engagement in
Globalized Environment: Festschrift in Honour of Prof. Comfort Chiegbenashi Zuofa, pp. 202—
216, 2023.

[12] E. E. Okogbule, Contributions of Shell Petroleum Development Company to the Development
of Host Communities in Rivers and Bayelsa States. Port Harcourt, Nigeria: Univ. of Port
Harcourt Press, 2019.

[13] T. Okoye and B. Oyedele, “Community-driven development and effective community

development practices in rural communities of the Niger Delta in Nigeria,” J. Dev. Stud., vol.
26, no. 2, pp. 45-57, 2021.

[14] S. Scott and D. Gannaway, “Local institutions and their impact on community development in
rural areas,” Community Dev., vol. 46, no. 2, pp. 201-216, 2015.

[15] J. Smith, “Empowering community leaders: Strategies for creating a supportive environment,”
J. Community Dev., vol. 15, no. 2, pp. 101-115, 2021.

[16] S. Stoll-Kleemann and M. Welp, “The importance of stakeholder participation in community
development projects,” Environ. Manage., vol. 44, no. 3, pp. 543-555, 2019.

42 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION
https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje



