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Abstract:

This article explores the formation of free thinking among elementary school students in private schools in
Uzbekistan. The study examines the teaching methods, classroom environments, and curricula that contribute
to the development of critical thinking skills in young learners. The findings suggest that private schools in
Uzbekistan employ various strategies to encourage independent thought and creativity, preparing students for
the challenges of the 21st century.
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INTRODUCTION

The development of free thinking skills is crucial for the intellectual growth and personal
development of students, particularly in their formative years. Elementary education plays a vital
role in shaping young minds and laying the foundation for future learning. In Uzbekistan, private
schools have emerged as a popular choice for parents seeking high-quality education for their
children. This article aims to investigate how private schools in Uzbekistan foster free thinking
among their elementary students and the impact of these educational practices on their overall
development.

METHODS AND LITERATURE REVIEW

To gain a comprehensive understanding of the topic, a thorough literature review was conducted,
focusing on studies related to free thinking, critical thinking, and elementary education in
Uzbekistan and other countries. The review included articles from peer-reviewed journals, books,
and educational reports. Additionally, an analysis of the curricula and teaching methods employed
by private schools in Uzbekistan was performed to identify the strategies used to promote free
thinking in the classroom.

The literature review revealed that free thinking is essential for the development of problem-solving
skills, creativity, and independent learning [1]. Studies have shown that students who engage in free
thinking activities demonstrate higher levels of academic achievement and are better prepared for
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future challenges [2]. In Uzbekistan, private schools have been recognized for their innovative
approaches to education and their emphasis on critical thinking skills [3].

RESULTS

The analysis of private school curricula and teaching methods in Uzbekistan yielded several key
findings. First, private schools place a strong emphasis on student-centered learning, encouraging
active participation and independent thought. Teachers employ various strategies, such as open-
ended questioning, group discussions, and project-based learning, to stimulate critical thinking and
encourage students to express their ideas freely [4].

Second, private schools in Uzbekistan prioritize the development of creativity and imagination in
their students. Arts, music, and literature are integral components of the curriculum, allowing
students to explore their interests and develop their creative abilities [5]. Moreover, teachers
incorporate elements of play and experimentation into their lessons, fostering a love for learning
and curiosity among students [6].

Third, private schools in Uzbekistan provide a supportive and nurturing environment that
encourages free thinking. Classrooms are designed to be inclusive and respectful, promoting open
communication and collaboration among students [7]. Teachers act as facilitators, guiding students
in their learning journey while allowing them the freedom to explore and discover on their own [8].

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of this study highlight the significance of free thinking in elementary education and the
role of private schools in Uzbekistan in fostering this skill. By employing student-centered learning
approaches, prioritizing creativity, and providing a supportive environment, private schools create
an atmosphere conducive to the development of independent thought and critical thinking skills.

The emphasis on free thinking in elementary education has far-reaching implications for students'
future academic and personal success. Students who develop strong critical thinking skills in their
early years are better equipped to tackle complex problems, adapt to new situations, and make
informed decisions. Moreover, the ability to think freely and creatively is highly valued in the
modern workforce, making it an essential skill for future success.

However, it is important to note that the development of free thinking skills is not limited to private
schools in Uzbekistan. Public schools can also adopt similar strategies and prioritize the cultivation
of critical thinking in their students. By investing in teacher training, curriculum development, and
the creation of supportive learning environments, all schools can contribute to the formation of free-
thinking individuals.

The promotion of free thinking in elementary education requires a paradigm shift in the way we
approach teaching and learning. Traditional methods that rely heavily on memorization and rote
learning must be replaced by more engaging and interactive approaches that encourage students to
question, explore, and discover. This shift necessitates a change in the role of teachers, who must
transition from being mere transmitters of knowledge to facilitators of learning.

Furthermore, the development of free thinking skills in elementary education has broader societal
implications. In an increasingly complex and rapidly changing world, the ability to think critically
and adapt to new situations is essential for personal and professional success. By fostering free
thinking in young students, private schools in Uzbekistan are not only preparing them for academic
success but also equipping them with the skills necessary to navigate the challenges of the 21st
century.

However, the promotion of free thinking in elementary education is not without its challenges.
Some parents and educators may be hesitant to embrace a more open and flexible approach to
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learning, fearing that it may lead to a lack of structure and discipline. Moreover, the implementation
of student-centered learning approaches and the creation of supportive learning environments
require significant resources and training, which may be a barrier for some schools.

Despite these challenges, the benefits of fostering free thinking in elementary education far
outweigh the potential drawbacks. By nurturing independent thought and critical thinking skills in
young students, private schools in Uzbekistan are laying the foundation for a generation of
innovative, creative, and adaptable individuals who will shape the future of the country and beyond.

The formation of free thinking in elementary education is a critical aspect of student development
that has far-reaching implications for individual success and societal progress. Private schools in
Uzbekistan have taken important steps in fostering this skill, but there is still much work to be done
to ensure that all students have the opportunity to develop their critical thinking abilities. By
prioritizing free thinking in elementary education, we can create a brighter future for our children
and our world.

CONCLUSIONS

This article explored the formation of free thinking among elementary school students in private
schools in Uzbekistan. The findings suggest that private schools employ various strategies, such as
student-centered learning, emphasis on creativity, and supportive environments, to foster
independent thought and critical thinking skills in their students. The development of free thinking
in elementary education is crucial for students' future academic and personal success, preparing
them for the challenges of the 21st century.

As Uzbekistan continues to prioritize education and the development of its youth, it is essential to
recognize the importance of free thinking in elementary education. Private schools have
demonstrated their commitment to nurturing this skill, but it is equally important for public schools
to adopt similar practices. By investing in the formation of free-thinking individuals from an early
age, Uzbekistan can cultivate a generation of innovative, creative, and critical thinkers who will
contribute to the country's social, economic, and cultural growth.
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